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GERALDTON HMAS SYDNEY II MEMORIAL 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.11 am]: While sailing 
from Sumatra to Fremantle in November 1941, HMAS Sydney II encountered the disguised German raider 
Kormoran. After the ensuing fight, both ships were lost, including the entire 645-man crew of the Sydney. Many 
details of the incident remain a mystery. In March this year both ships were discovered off the coast of 
Carnarvon by the Finding Sydney Foundation, thus solving part of the mystery for the families of the crew 
members.  

In 1998, the Geraldton Rotary Club developed a plan to build a magnificent memorial to the Sydney and her 
crew. The HMAS Sydney II memorial was completed in 2001, in time for the sixtieth anniversary of its sinking.  

Rotary has sought financial assistance to add a fifth element, in the form of a pool of remembrance, to the 
HMAS Sydney II memorial. Smith Sculptors, the designers and creators of the original memorial, has prepared 
the concept and design of the fifth element, which is estimated to cost $435 000. The fifth element will involve 
minimal changes to the existing memorial. A few connecting steps will lead to a small amphitheatre created by 
concentric-circular limestone steps. The amphitheatre will contain a five-metre diameter glass surface, engraved 
with a map of Western Australia, that shows the offshore location of the remains of HMAS Sydney. The glass 
will be covered by a thin layer of rippling water. 

Last Thursday, Hon Wendy Duncan, MLC, announced that the state government will contribute $60 000 from 
the mid-west regional development scheme towards the fifth element; the full amount sought by Rotary. Rotary 
is still seeking a significant funding contribution from the commonwealth government, but is awaiting the 
government’s decision. 

Each year on 19 November, the anniversary of the incident, a service is held at the memorial. The HMAS Sydney 
commemorative sunset service held last Wednesday was an important occasion, as it was the first such service 
since the discovery of Sydney; more than 2 000 people attended. Commemorative services for more than 280 
relatives of HMAS Sydney’s crew were also held aboard HMAS Manoora. The services were held in the waters 
over the wreck of the Sydney more than 100 nautical miles off the coast at Steep Point. 

I pay tribute today to the servicemen of HMAS Sydney who gave so much to protect what we hold dear. I 
acknowledge also the tireless work of the City of Geraldton-Greenough, the Finding Sydney Foundation, Rotary, 
and the work of the great number of volunteers who provide guided tours to visitors of the memorial. 

Mr Speaker, you do not need to be made aware of the memorial, but for those other members of Parliament who 
may find themselves in Geraldton, I suggest they find the time to visit the memorial—it is wonderful. 
 


